Kitchens

Quality at Prices
You can Afford

See Page 7
for New
Special Offers

Bedrooms

No. 6714

113053

Serving the community since 1860

Friday, June 1

OW OPEN ALL DAY

SATURDAY 9am-4pm

BOOK YOUR
GARDEN MACHINERY
SERVICE TODAY

01643 703440
www.tomwilliamsltd.co.uk

Contact us on 01984 632731 Price 45p

Village tributes to victim of diving accident

TRIBUTES have been paid to the

long-standing chairman of Luxbor-
ough Parish Council Bob Cooksley
after he died in a diving accident in

Cornwall on Saturday.

Mr Cooksley, aged 78, suffered problems
while surfacing after an organised dive on the
wreck of the James Eagan Layne off Whit-

sand Bay.

His dive party and a lifeboat crew carried
out first aid at the scene but he was pro-
nounced dead at Plymouth’s Derriford Hospi-

tal.

Mr Cooksley was a qualified ocean diver
after taking up the sport following the death
of his wife Maureen around 18 months ago.

Friends and colleagues described him as a
true “good guy” and were mystified as to
what went wrong on the dive.

They said he was always very precise about
details and had learned to be cautious after
training as an electrician as a young man.

One said he was particularly excited about
Saturday’s dive as it was to have been the last
before he underwent keyhole surgery next

month.

Mr Cooksley, who had lived in Luxborough

sations.

for around 15 years and was parish council
chairman for four, was also due to become the
first non-district councillor to hold the chair-
manship of a district panel.
He had been chosen to replace West Somer-
set district councillor Peter Humber as the
chairman of the Dunster Panel, a community
group made up of councillors, the police and
representatives from influential local organi-

Cllr Humber said Mr Cooksley was held in
very high regard by all who knew him and
that was reflected in the fact he had been

given the chairmanship of the panel.

guy.’ b

“He made such a contribution to the Dun-
ster Panel, he participated fully and was also
a very thoughtful and caring man,” he said.

‘“He was always very supportive of me and
stood in several times for me. He was a good

Mr Cooksley’s vice-chairman on Luxbor-
ough Parish Council, Cllr Dave Powell, said
he would be greatly missed, both as a friend
and as a parish councillor.

“He did a lot of things many people won’t
even be aware of, like attending meetings at
Exmoor National Park Authority,” he said.

“He did the fete, the duck races and was

behind.”

ject.

his wife.

the village.

part in things.

involved with the short mat bowls.
‘““He was a real gentleman and it’s going to
take some going to fill the gap he’s left

Despite his parish commitments, Mr Cook-
sley still found time to regularly travel to Lon-
don to give lectures on electrical engineering
and also set and marked exams on the sub-

Neighbour and friend Malcolm Watts said
Mr Cooksley was very active and diving had
become a real passion following the death of

He said he was true friend who was always
there to help and he would be sadly missed in

Mr Watts said: “He was super chap. He got
involved in village life as soon as he came here
and was always willing to help out or take

‘“He was a natural comedian and always
did the public address system at the fete.

“We are all going to miss him. He was a

Guildford.

very good friend and we were very close.”
Mr Cooksley lived alone and had a daugh-
ter Karen in London and son Matthew in

MPs defend latest

expenses figures

A POPPY wreath,
chocolate bar and
boozy cake ingre-
dients are among
the items claimed

by the district’s
two MPs since
2004.

Westminster finally

bowed to public pres-
sure yesterday (Thurs-
day) and published a

Report by
CILLA WEBB and ANNELISE YARD

heavily censored list
online of expenses
claims made by all
MPs, including Bridg-
water and West Somer-
set MP Ian
Liddell-Grainger and
Taunton MP Jeremy
Browne.

Names of some suppliers
and workers, together with
addresses have been blacked
out, as have the finer details
of some receipts from popu-
lar stores including Argos
and the now defunct Wool-
worths.

In fact, the expense
details that have been pub-

lished are only a fraction of

the amounts that can be
claimed by each of West-
minster’s 646 MPs.

The figures do not
include their staffing costs -
Mr Liddell-Grainger spent
£86,469 on staff in 2007/08
compared to Mr Browne’s

DISCOUNT STORES

BEDROOMS

Bedroom
fumiture galore!

Our bedroom
furniture selection
is packed with
everything you
could need to
furnish your
bedroom in style!

But don't take our
word for it, come

along and see for
yourselves.

105986

Parks Lane, Minehead, Somerset TA24 5NU
Tel. 01643 703347

e: info@parkslane.co.uk w: parkslane.co.uk

could go on and on!

In fact, don't take our word for
it, come in and feast your eyes
on our huge range of interior
products. We can guarantee
that you won't want to leave
without making a purchase!
Our staff have been
handpicked specifically for
their customer service skills.
Come along and meet us, and
you can be assured that we
will go that extra mile for you!

Parks Lane Interiors is a one-stop shop, to help you make your house a home!
We have curtains and blinds, lighting, bed linen, cushions and throws; the list

UNRIVALLED QUALITY OF PRODUCTS AND CUSTOMER SERVICE SINCE 1979

5 PARKS STREET, MINEHEAD
Tel. 01643 707707

e: info@parkslane.co.uk w: parkslane.co.uk

£90,251 - travel costs or
separate stationery budgets.

The published figures
focus on just three key areas
- the controversial addition-
al costs allowance for sec-
ond homes, the
communications budget to
cover the cost of keeping in
touch with constituents, and
incidental expenses, which
includes office running
costs.

Both Conservative Mr
Liddell-Grainger and Liber-
al Democrat Mr Browne
each claimed up to £300 a
month on food and claimed
their mortgages, utility bills,
Council Tax and associated
charges for their London
homes - amounting, on
average, to around £2,000 a
month - under their addi-
tional costs allowance.

Mr Liddell-Grainger
defended his expenses
claims, insisting that he had
tried to be as “careful” as he
could during his eight years
in office.

But the backbench MP,
who has no shadow respon-
sibilities but sits on a num-
ber of select committees,
employs a total of six staff
and has also notched up
additional  staffing and
resource costs running into
thousands of pounds since
2004.

Among his incidental
expenses over the last four
years were claims for
around £13,000 of comput-
ers and linked support from
Williton business Edward
Martin Computers, includ-
ing one bill of £3,360 to

move computer equipment
to a different office.

Mr Liddell-Grainger told
the Free Press that he had
bought a total of 11 comput-
ers which were used by him
and his staff because he was
not happy with the quality
of IT equipment provided
by the House of Commons.

He said he used “bits and
pieces” of the parliamentary
equipment, for which he
claimed £1,161 last year,
but was keen to support his
local businesses.

The computers claimed
for would, he said, be hand-
ed back to the House of
Commons when he was no
longer an MP.

Mr Browne, meanwhile,
who has had a number of
shadow posts and is current-
ly shadow Chief Secretary
to the Treasury, has five
computers and over the
same period claimed £1,114
in centrally provided com-
puter equipment.

Mr Liddell-Grainger has
also claimed for three cam-
eras and associated equip-
ment over the past four
years at a cost to the taxpay-
er of £1,634.

He said one was for him-
self, another for his House
of Commons-based
researcher Ed Boyle, while
the third he had broken.

A further £2,000 was
spent on a ‘school film’ and
£1,750 on ‘filming’.

A single undated Tesco
receipt for £79.15 includes a
£9.98 bottle of rum and
£10.27 bottle of brandy,
along with sugar, beef suet,
salt, raisins, sultanas,
lemons, cherries and mixed
peel.

Mr Liddell-Grainger said
he could not remember why
the ingredients had been
claimed but his wife Jill had
probably been making or
donating something for a
constituency event.

It is his wife’s employ-
ment - listed on the Conser-
vatives’ own website as a
full-time secretary in the
House of Commons and the
constituency for her hus-
band - that may attract criti-
cism.

Deputy Prime Minister
and Leader of the House of
Commons Harriet Harman
said on Tuesday that MPs
could be banned from
employing their wives, hus-
bands and children because
a crackdown was needed to
restore public confidence.

She said it was almost
impossible to convince the
public that there was fair
employment opportunity.

Mrs  Liddell-Grainger,
who according to the Con-
servatives’ website was on a
salary band of between
£20,000 and just under
£30,000 last year, also runs
her own business, Jill’s Nat-
ural Preserves, making a
wide range of jams and
chutneys.

Mr Liddell-Grainger said
his wife spent evenings and
weekends working for her
business and since taking up
the employment with her
husband - about three years
ago - had scaled down the
enterprise, which she set up
just over three years ago.

He said she had a stall at
London’s Borough Market
on two Saturdays a month
but did not sell her products
at any other markets or out-

lets, other than the couple’s
local pub in Bicknoller.

“Jill works mainly in
London with me and is up
there from Monday to Fri-
day most weeks,” he said.

“I employ her because
she is very competent and
has a background in busi-
ness.

“I don’t think there is

anything  wrong  with
employing family members
if they can do the job.

“I took on my wife
because I simply could not
cope with the volume of
work. “She is flexible,

works incredibly hard and
will take on some tasks -
such as working unsociable
hours - that I couldn’t ask
my constituency secretary
Claire Gibson to do.

“From day one, I have
never made a secret of
employing Jill and I think
what I am doing is absolute-
ly fine.”

® Among Mr Liddell-
Grainger’s published claims
were:

@ £79 at Tesco for rum,
brandy and cake ingredients

U Continued on page 2

Watchet picks its
royal family

YOUNG people of all ages turned brations and parade on Sunday, July
out in force for Watchet Carnival 26
Club’s annual carnival queen
competition and family disco.

The judges faced a tough task short-
listing the entries and after much delib-
eration crowned 17-year-old Natasha
Thrush as carnival queen, with Kelsey
Duffield, aged 13, as her attendant.

The princes were named as Jaydn
Nunn and Brandon Perkins, with
Maisy Pearson and Jodie Prescott as
princesses.

The ‘royal family’ will take pride of
place during Watchet’s carnival cele-

The contest was held in Watchet’s
Royal British Legion Club and was
supported by the Glenmore Café and
Co-Operative supermarket.
Organisers thanked the judges and
supporters who donated raffle prizes,
as well as the town’s young people for
taking part in the competition.
Pictured from the left are attendant
Kelsey Duffield, princess Jodie
Prescott, prince Jaydn Nunn, prince
Brandon Perkins, princess Maisy Pear-
son and queen Natasha Thrush.
Photo: Steve Guscott

New tourism
body comes in
for criticism

A FLEDGLING
attempt to relaunch the
district’s beleaguered
official tourism organi-
sation has already hit
rocky ground with
accusations of an in-
house bail-out and lack
of consultation.

Lynda Hatch of the Mine-
head Hotels Association
said she believed West Som-
erset Council was setting up
a new tourism partnership
simply to rescue moor-based
activity ~ group  Active

Council ready to seal off
‘unsafe’ football club areas

THE majority of Minehead
Football Club’s home ground
buildings could be sealed off if
fears over their safety are con-
firmed.

The town council, which owns the
Irnham Road complex, is expected to
appoint consultants to carry out a fea-
sibility study into its future by early
August.

And it is likely that the dilapidated,
problem-prone buildings could be
demolished to make way for a multi-
purpose new community building after
it was discovered that even basic
repairs and refurbishment would cost
around £75,000.

In the meantime councillors are
faced with the dilemma of what to do
with the buildings as their condition
deteriorates.

Just a few weeks ago water flooded
through the roof into the bar area,
causing damage that will take thou-
sands of pounds to repair.

The town’s mayor Cllr Simon
Stokes told a meeting of the council’s
amenities and general purposes com-
mittee on Monday that he now felt
uncomfortable allowing the public to
use the buildings.

He suggested they should be closed
immediately and a temporary portable
building brought onto the ground to
provide the facilities the football club
needs to remain in the Western
League, to which it has just pledged
its commitment.

But Cllr Mandy Chilcott said it

would not be that simple to close the
buildings because the club needed
access to them to use the high voltage
floodlights.

She said a structural survey carried
out within the last few months had not
declared the buildings unsafe or con-
demned them.

“Perhaps we need some clarification
but I have not seen anything in black
and white that says they are unsafe
and not fit to go in,” she said.

ClIr Chilcott said councillors knew
the buildings would be problematic
and this was now coming home to
roost.

But Cllr Norman Hercock said it
was two years since he had been in the
buildings and their condition was wor-
rying enough then.

“It’s only got worse,” he said. “I
don’t feel very easy about their condi-
tion.”

And CllIr Doug Ross said that if the
council was aware of problems but
continued to let the building be used it
could find its insurance invalid should
any member of the public be injured.

Committee chairman Cllr Jenny
Lennon-Wood said she was profound-
ly unhappy at the direction of the
debate.

She had earlier asked councillors to
consider an offer made by club
spokesman Brian Walder that it would
pick up the tab for the Council Tax,
electricity bills and water rates for the
next 12 months in return for a rent-
free tenure.

She said she wanted to hold imme-

diate discussions with Mr Walder to
find a way forward.

“To say the buildings are unsafe is
to take an extreme view,” she said.
“The buildings are not so unsafe that
we have to close them now.

“We are being offered a compro-
mise by the football club.

“If we close the buildings, we will
still have to pay rates, the football club
would not be able to use them and we
would have to provide a temporary
building.”

However, councillors eventually
agreed that it would recommend to the
full council that all unsafe areas
should be sealed off after discussing
with the football club its requirements.

If these could not be met, the provi-
sion of a temporary building would be
investigated.

The football club will also be told
that it can undertake pitch repairs,
with the approval of town clerk Sue
Sanders and at no cost to the council.

The structural survey into the condi-
tion of the building highlighted a
series of serious problems, including
the presence of asbestos, which would
require specialist treatment.

The buildings have little heating or
roof insulation, while many of the
windows need restoring.

Other potential problems not cov-
ered by the survey but which have
been raised as possible concerns
include the electrics, drainage, fire
safety and levels of radon gas.

Exmoor at the expense of
businesses on the coastal
strip.

Active Exmoor was set
up in 2004 on a three-year
remit to boost the number of
people involved in healthy
outdoor activities on the
moor.

But this week, district
councillors agreed to pump
£37.,400 into its coffers after
hearing its funding had run
out.

And it handed it responsi-
bility for producing a new
tourism guide - with the
promise of a £24,000 lump
sum to cover any ‘“potential
deficit” in production costs.

Active Exmoor has also
been chosen as one of just
four hand-picked partners
who together form the
Exmoor Tourism Partner-
ship, the successor to the
collapsed tourism body Visit
Exmoor.

Other members of the
partnership are the Exmoor
Tourist Association,
Exmoor National Park
Authority and the district
council.

Mrs Hatch told Monday’s
district council cabinet
meeting the partnership
appeared to have been set
up to protect Active Exmoor
and questioned why all the
group’s £71,400 annual
funding had been covered
by Somerset-based organi-
sations when a third of the
moor was in Devon.

She claimed tourism
groups in the coastal areas
would lose out on funding
as a result of the package
given to Active Exmoor and
said no one from the
tourism industry in Mine-
head had been consulted
about the new partnership.

“Tourism is the lifeblood
of this area,” she said. “The
marketing and promotion of
this area is essential, but it
has to cover not only
Exmoor but the coast as
well.”

Cabinet members moved
to allay her fears and said
the partnership would focus
on Exmoor as a brand but
all publicity materials would
cover the whole of West

Somerset and the Quantock
Hills.

Cllr Doug Ross said he
was concerned Minehead
hoteliers had not been con-
sulted about the partnership
but assured Mrs Hatch the
coastal areas of the district
would be treated equally
with the moorland.

Cllr Kate Kravis said it
was vital everyone worked
together and consultation
would now follow as a deal
had been agreed on the
future of a tourism brochure
for the district.

After discussions behind
closed doors, cabinet mem-
bers awarded the contract to
produce a new-look and re-
branded tourist guide to

Active Exmoor.

They were told Active
Exmoor had previously pro-
duced its own activities
guide for visitors and coun-
cillors hoped the contents of
the guide and the popular
Exmoor Coast and Country
brochure could be combined
into “one major promotional
vehicle”.

A statement from the
council said Active Exmoor
already had a large database
of people who had shown an
interest in holidaying in the
area and the new brochure
could expand existing mar-
kets and tap into new ones.

ClIr Michael Downes, the
council’s lead member for
tourism, said the partnership
and the new guide would
“reunite” West Somerset,
from the Quantock Hills, the
coastal resorts and the
national park.

It would also promote the
whole area as a quality visi-
tor destination.

He said: “We were able to
lay down these foundations
through strong partnership
working and clear direction,
part of which was informed
by a recent open workshop
for all tourism providers
held by the Exmoor Tourist
Association and through our
Minehead tourism survey.”

He said the next stage
would be an open meeting | w.
for all tourism providers on
July 14 to take the project
one step further.
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